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Committed to the future of rural communities.

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROVIDES FUNDING TO
PLEASANT HOPE FIRE & RESCUE ASSOCIATION INC

USDA Rural Development presented a Mock Check in the
amount of $19,200 to Pleasant Hope Fire & Rescue Association, |
Inc. during a ceremony on May 1, 2006. A $16,320 loan and
$2,880 grant combination will be used to purchase a replacement
emergency rescue service vehicle. This will allow the fire and
rescue association to continue their rescue services for the 2,420
residents in their service area.

“I am pleased to see USDA’s Rural Development agency
respond to this growing need in Pleasant Hope,” Southwest
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task. This partnership loan will ensure better response to calls for

emergency service from the growing population of this rural area.”

Fire Chief Loyd Mincks expressed his appreciation, “Pleasant Hope Fire & Rescue Association wishes to
thank USDA Rural Development. With the growing number of emergency calls in our service area, the
replacement of our emergency rescue vehicle will allow continued timely response for area residents. | want to
thank the board of directors and members for their support.”

Greg Branum, Missouri State Director for USDA Rural Development said, “Special thanks are extended to
our federal elected officials including U.S. Senators “Kit” Bond and Jim Talent plus U.S. Representative Roy
Blunt for making available federal monies for funding this kind of project providing essential services for the
community.” Branum added, “This kind of assistance mirrors USDA Rural Development’s mission and President
Bush’s initiative of being committed to the future of rural communities.”

Anyone seeking more information about this or any other USDA Rural Development program may visit the
homepage at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/mo/ or by contacting Leon Melvin, Rural Development Manager, at 688
S. State Hwy B, Suite 400, Springfield, MO 65802, or by calling (417) 831-5246 extension 4 or by email to
leon.melvin@mo.usda.gov.

“Committed to the future of rural communities.”

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer.”
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W.,
Washington, D. C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



